


UTAR receives Outstanding Educational Institutions Award
Recognised for providing high-quality education and its contributions to the local education field, UTAR 
was awarded the Outstanding Educational Institutions Award (杰出教育机构奖) at the Nanyang Education 
Award 2022 Presentation Ceremony and Gala Dinner on 15 October 2022 at Kinta Riverfront Hotel and Suites, 
Ipoh, Perak.

The award was presented by Senator Dato’ Dr Mah Hang Soon to UTAR President Ir Prof Dato’ Dr Ewe Hong 
Tat, who received the award on behalf of UTAR. Dato’ Mah was accompanied by CEO of Nanyang Siang Pau 
Low Hoong Fee and Perak State Manager of Nanyang Siang Pau Wong Pei Shi.

It was witnessed by Vice President for Student Development and Alumni Relations Prof Dr Choong Chee 
Keong, Faculty of Arts and Social Science Dean Dr Lee Lai Meng, Faculty of Business and Finance Dean Assoc 
Prof Dr Au Yong Hui Nee, Faculty of Information and Communication Technology Dean Assoc Prof Ts Dr 
Liew Soung Yue, Faculty of Science Dean Assoc Prof Dr Lim Tuck Meng, Faculty of Engineering and Green 
Technology Dean Ir Prof Dr Ng Choon Aun, Department of Chinese Studies Kampar Campus Head Dr Toh 
Teong Chuan, Head of Consultancy and Commercialisation of Faculty of Engineering and Green Technology 
Assoc Prof Ir Dr Teh Peh Chiong, and Division of Programme Promotion Deputy Director Tan Choon Wah.

Prof Dato’ Ewe (second from left) receiving the award from 
Dato’ Mah (second from right), accompanied by Low (far 
left) and Wong (far right)

Prof Dato’ Ewe displaying the 
Outstanding Educational Institution 
Award trophy and certificate

From left: Dr Teh, Prof Choong, Dr Lim, Dr Au Yong, Dr Lee, 
Prof Dato’ Ewe, Dr Liew, Dr Toh, Tan and Prof Ng

UTAR ranked among Top 2000 in U.S. News Best Global Universities 
Rankings 2022-2023

In the ninth annual U.S. News & World Report Best Global Universities Rankings 2022-2023, UTAR is 
ranked #716 in Best Global Universities in Asia, ranked #1835 among Best Global Universities, and ranked 
#13 in Best Global Universities in Malaysia. In the field of Engineering, UTAR is ranked #889 among Best 
Global Universities.

This annual U.S. News & World Report Best Global Universities rankings provide information on how 
universities compare globally and assist international students to select and compare institutions around the 
world before enrolling for studies. The Best Global Universities rankings focus specifically on the educational 
institutions’ academic research and reputation overall.

The overall Best Global Universities rankings encompass 2,000 top institutions from across 95 countries. 
These rankings are powered by Clarivate,™ and the institutions are selected from a pool of 2,011 universities.

To create the pool of 2,011 institutions, U.S. News first included the top 250 universities in the results of 
Clarivate’s global reputation survey. Next, U.S. News added other institutions which meet the minimum 
threshold of at least 1,250 papers published between 2016 and 2020. Those two criteria created the final 
2022-2023 ranking pool of 2,011 institutions from which the top-scoring 2,000 universities are selected by 
U.S. News in the overall ranking.

The rankings are calculated using the 13 indicators and weights that U.S. News chose to measure global 
research performance.

In addition, the 2,011 universities received a numerical rank for all 13 ranking indicators – such as publications, 
total citations and global research reputation based on their scores. The highest-scoring university for each 
of the 13 indicators received a rank of 1, and the lowest-scoring university – except for regional research 
reputation – received a rank of 2,011. Ties were allowed.

The data and metrics used in the rankings were provided by Clarivate. The bibliometric data was based upon 
the Web of Science.

Papers are limited to those published between 2016 and 2020. However, the citations to those papers come 
from all publications up to the most recent data available. For the 2022-2023 edition of the Best Global 
Universities, published on 25 October 2022, the cut-off was 29 May 29, 2022, with an InCites™ publication of 
June 28, 2022.

The U.S. News Best Global Universities also produced rankings by region, using the US definition of 
geographical regions. Those regions are Africa, Asia, Australia/New Zealand, Europe and Latin America. The 
regional research reputation numerical ranking indicator is calculated based on the schools within each of the 
six U.N. regions. This means the regional reputation numerical ranking indicator has six No. 1 educational 
institutions – one for each region in the overall ranking.

Source of information:
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-global-universities/articles/methodology
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-global-universities/university-of-tunku-abdul-rahman-
529814#summary



UTAR alumnus receives financial aid under Little Rain Trust 
Entrepreneurial Grant Programme to pursue master’s degree at 

Tsinghua University

UTAR Faculty of Business and Finance alumnus, Jeffrey Yu Kern Liang, is the first UTAR alumnus 
to receive financial aid from the Little Rain Trust Entrepreneurial Grant Programme to pursue his 
master’s degree at Tsinghua University, China.

This programme was set up by UTAR and the Little Rain Entrepreneurial Grant Programme for the charitable 
purpose of helping deserving students to pursue their master’s degrees in China. As part of the sponsorship, 
Jeffrey Yu was given the opportunity to carry out his Master of Business Administration (MBA) programme 
for a year at Tsinghua University, with his tuition fee fully covered.

Speaking about his motivations for pursuing MBA, Jeffrey Yu said, “I was a Marketing major from UTAR in 
2015, and before graduating, I managed to secure a job and had the wonderful opportunity to work overseas 
for more than four years. However, when the pandemic struck, I started to rethink my career plan and decided 
to pursue an MBA at Tsinghua University, China. I was motivated to learn about the “Internet of Things” 
industry and ecosystem in China, and start my business someday, leveraging my experience in China.”

Jeffrey Yu noted that during his first semester at Tsinghua University, he found out about the Little Rain Trust 
Entrepreneurial Grant Programme through the UTAR alumni email. He mentioned that he was impressed 
with the programme’s aim to support future entrepreneurs who intend to further their studies in China.

Sharing his experience during the application process, Jeffrey Yu explained, “To apply as a recipient for the 
financial aid, I was tasked with writing a motivational essay and answering several questions, and eventually, 
I had to undergo several interview rounds. Not only that, when applying, it allowed the sponsor of the fund 
and myself to reflect on my motivations and decision to pursue my master’s degree. All in all, I thoroughly 
enjoyed the application process, especially the interviews with other entrepreneurs, as they shared their life 
stories and inspired me to contemplate on my entrepreneurship journey.”

Finally, Jeffrey Yu expressed his gratitude, saying, “Thanks to the Little Rain Trust, I am one step closer to 
my goal of becoming an entrepreneur. This financial aid has also helped to lighten my financial burden, 
and allowed me to fully focus on completing my studies at a stable rate while exploring entrepreneurship 
opportunities in China.” He added, “UTAR’s and the Little Rain Trust’s generosity has definitely inspired me 
to help others and give back to the community. I hope that one day when I have succeeded in becoming a 
successful entrepreneur, I will be able to help other aspiring students and entrepreneurs in achieving their 
goals.”

Two UTAR graduates receive KRU Masterclass Scholarship
Two UTAR Lee Kong Chian Faculty of Engineering and Science (LKC FES) graduates, namely Yong Tze 
Hong and Sim Ai Ling, were recently awarded scholarships by Yayasan Sime Darby for completing a KRU 
Masterclass’s training programme. Yong and Sim each received a scholarship in the form of a Professional 
Certificate in Video Production & Digital Marketing with Adobe Premiere Pro Professional Certificate.

The KRU Masterclass is a professional training institution, specialising in offering programmes related to the 
creative industry and digital entrepreneurship. The masterclass programmes consist of a hybrid of virtual and 
in-person lectures; course materials which include textual, audio and visual content, and facilities and software 
through Production Based Training.

When asked about his reasons for joining the masterclass, Yong said, “I participated in the KRU Masterclass 
because it offers Video Editing as one of its courses. Nowadays, videos have become an essential part of people’s 
everyday lives; profession like content creator has become more relevant these days. Thus, this course sparked 
my interest and further helped me to step into this field.” Yong added, “I am honoured and surprised to have 
received this scholarship. This would be really helpful for the families under the B40 category. I would like to 
thank KRU for giving me the opportunity to join the KRU Masterclass.”

UTAR is proud of and would like to congratulate the two graduates for their amazing achievements.

From left: Yong, Deputy CEO of KRU Masterclass 
Mr. Hafeez Hashim and Sim

Yong (left) receiving his certificate from President & 
Group CEO KRU Dato Norman Abd Halim

Sim (left) receiving the certificate from President & 
Group CEO KRU Dato Norman Abd Halim



Alumni Overseas Trip to Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia

The Department of Alumni Relations and Placement organised a trip to Yogyakarta, Indonesia from 30 
December 2022 to 2 January 2023. The trip, which saw a total of 19 participants, was organised to foster strong 
networking and bonding among alumni.

Upon reaching Solo City on 31 December 2022, the alumni visited Mangkunegaran Palace and Triwindu— the 
flea market. The participants also took a trip to Heha Sky View, which is a tourist attraction spot, located on the 
hill for photography purposes.

On the next day, they made their way to the slopes of Mount Merapi using the 4WD jeep for a lava tour. 
Aside from that, they also visited the Alien Rock, the underground bunker, and SIsaHartaku Museum before 
continuing their journey to Magelang, Borobudur Temple and Malioboro street to get a taste of the local food 
as well as goods and handicrafts.

Before returning to Malaysia, the participants visited Gamplong, Studio Alam to learn about the filming scenes 
of Sultan Agung: Throne, Struggle, Love and Earth of Mankind and Ainun Habibie 3 by HanungBramantyo.

Alumni in 4WD Jeep

Group photo session at Borobudur TempleParticipants enjoying themselves after the 
underground bunker trip

Alumni enjoying the local Indonesian delicacies

Some photos from the alumni trip:



UTAR holds alumni dinner and award night

The 20th Anniversary UTAR Annual Alumni Dinner, organised by the Department of Alumni Relations and 
Placement, received about 300 participants this year. The annual dinner took place at The Grand Ballroom of 
Genting International Convention Centre on 26 November 2022.

The alumni dinner was organised for UTAR alumni to keep in touch with one another, maintain connections 
and build new networks by meeting new people.

Present at the event were UTAR President Ir Prof Dato’ Dr Ewe Hong Tat, Vice President for Student 
Development and Alumni Relations Prof Dr Choong Chee Keong, Faculty of Business and Finance Dean 
Assoc Prof Dr Au Yong Hui Nee, Faculty of Engineering and Green Technology Ir Prof Dr Ng Choon Aun, Lee 
Kong Chian Faculty of Engineering and Science Assoc Prof Ts Dr Yap Wun She, UTAR Alumni Association of 
Malaysia President Simon Chong Weng Yeap, Registrar Designate and Division of Quality Assurance Director 
Loh Siaw Yien, Centre for Corporate and Community Development Director Lim Guat Yen, DARP Head Lim 
Swea Jen, sponsors, alumni, students and staff.

Prof Dato’ Ewe welcoming the guests

Prof Dato’ Ewe expressed, “I am sure you agree with me that alumni and students, past and present, are the 
foundation of a strong university. They contribute towards shaping the university’s reputation and recognition 
in the industry. The success of our graduates in the industry resonates with the university’s reputation and 
similarly the success of the university enhances the graduates’ employability in the industry. Both the university 
and the alumni are synonymously interlinked. Therefore, it is essential that we continue to uphold this mutual 
link and relationship as we treasure and appreciate each other’s successes and achievements.”

He added, “UTAR is always proud of its alumni’s success and diligence at work across various industries. I 
know we have many achievers and successful alumni, many who have achieved great progress from life as a 
student to success in their career and earning good salaries for their family.”

Simon Chong wishing all alumni continued 
success

Simon Chong shared, “This day is very important; it 
provides an opportunity for everyone to meet each 
other after so many years. It also helps the alumni 
to notice the various changes that the university has 
gone through over the past years. We hope to build 
a community to help better utilise your skill set, stay 
on top of the latest trends, keep a pulse on the job 
market, meet prospective mentors, partners and 
clients, and gain access to the necessary resources 
that will foster your career development. Hopefully, 
this will turn into a place where we can share ideas, 
discuss opportunities, and create a network to 
manifest our full potential.”

In conjunction with the dinner, the Top Ten Most Beautiful Places and Sceneries of UTAR Kampar video was 
showcased to the audience. The initiative was organised by the Institute of Chinese Studies, Persatuan Alumni 
Pengajian Cina UTAR and I Culture Berhad.

10 most beautiful places of UTAR Kampar Campus (Facebook Likes)

2. Night View of Dewan Tun Dr Ling Liong Sik
Photo by: Yew Xin Yu

1. Sunset view of Dewan Tun Dr Ling Liong Sik
(Photo by: Goh Fi Chan)

3. Moon Gate at Dewan Tun Dr Ling Liong Sik
Photo by: Teh Boon Teck

4. Lakeview of Dewan Tun Dr Ling Liong Sik
Photo by: Teh Boon Teck



5. UTAR Kampar Campus Library
Photo by: Mr Oscar Lee (李建明)

6. Bird sanctuary near Westlake
Photo by: Teh Boon Teck

7. Bamboo trail near Dewan Tun Dr Ling 
Liong Sik
Photo by: Soo Ying Torng

8. The hut overlooking the lake at Faculty of 
Business and Finance
Photo by: Oscar Lee (李建明)

9. The ink pond at Dewan Tun Dr Ling Liong Sik
Photo by: Goh Fi Chan

10. Lakeview of Dewan Tun Dr Ling Liong Sik
Photo by Muhammad Najmi

In conjunction with the alumni dinner, the UTAR Outstanding Alumni Award was also presented to several 
outstanding alumni to recognise their achievements and contributions in the various fields of expertise and 
professions in the employment industry.

Winners of UTAR Outstanding Alumni Award

Category: Business, Economics and Entrepreneurial
Honouree Award: June Lowe Ee Lynn
Merit Award: Ryan Lim Chee Tat
Merit Award: Alvin Liew Voon Siang

Ryan Lim (left photo, right) and June Lowe (right photo, right) receiving the award from Prof Dato’ Ewe

Category: Professional, Academic and Research Excellence

Honouree Award: Assoc Prof Dr Cham Tat Huei
Merit Award: Dr Ch’ng Ee Cheik
Merit Award: Ts Dr S. Krishnan

Assoc Prof Dr Cham (top left), Ts Dr S. Krishnan (top right) and Dr Ch’ng (bottom photo) receiving their award



Ooi (left photo) and Lee (right photo) receiving the award from Prof Dato’ Ewe

Category: Sociality, Humanitarianism and Volunteerism

Honouree: R. R. Raagidhasakti
Merit Award: Lawrence Lau Pick Hock

Raagidhasakti (left) and Lawrence Lau (right) receiving their award

Category: Cultural and Artistic

Honouree Award: Lee Ching Kai
Merit Award: Ooi San Tee

Category: Creativity and Innovation

Honouree Award: Koo Kian Yong

Prof Dato’ Ewe presenting the award to Koo (right)

Category: Athletics and Sportsmanship

Honouree Award: S. Murali

S. Murali won the Athletic and Sportsmanship 
category

The Black Muffins with their song ‘Aku dan Duniaku’ 
by Sudirman Hj Arshad

‘Glow at Night’ by UTAR Sungai Long Dance Club

Faculty of Arts and Social Science Bachelor of 
Communication (Honours) Public Relations student 
Lee Xue Yun performing ‘Someone You Loved’ by 
Lewis Capaldi

Faculty of Information and Communication 
Technology Bachelor of Computer Science 
(Honours) student Khor Jia Cheng serenading to 
the crowd

Faculty of Information and Communication 
Technology Bachelor of Computer Science 
(Honours) student Gan Yu Nyuk singing a song 
titled, ‘Unstoppable’ by Sia

LKC FES Master of Mathematics student 
Huang Song Jiang singing ‘脱胎换骨’ 
by 李荣浩



Prof Dato’ Ewe with sponsors

UTAR Sungai Long Dance Club performing 
‘Adventure’

From left: Prof Ng, Dr Yap, Simon Chong, Prof Dato’ 
Ewe, Prof Choong, Dr Au Yong, Loh Siaw Yien, Lim 
Guat Yen and Loh Swea Jen during the cake-cutting 
ceremony

UTAR Sungai Long Dance Club with their dance 
themed “Fire”

Sponsoring the event were Ang Yiu Tee, Danish 
House Sdn Bhd, American Express (Malaysia) Sdn 
Bhd and Protech Builders Sdn Bhd.

Prof Choong presenting the prizes to the badminton match winners

Players posing after the badminton match

A friendly badminton match was held earlier for UTAR alumni, students and the public to build networks, 
foster bonds and build rapport with each other. Chung Hua BC won first place, Time Sports Xcel won second 
place and the UTAR alumni team won third place.

 Prof Ng and Dr Au Yong (left photo) presenting the prizes to lucky draw winners



Organising committee members posing for a group photo

Participants enjoying themselves at the alumni event






